
-- -

The National Republican V'- -

1

Mi

yOL. XXI.---NT- ). 55. WASBItfGrTCXNr, D. C, SATURDAY MOBNMGr, JANXTAHY 29, 1881. WITH SUPPLEMENT. THEEE CENTS.

THE BRIGADIERS

RAPPING ON THE TREASURY DOOR

Fcr a Small Claim for a United States Xaval

Officer Who Resigned Because ne Conld

Xut light Against His State
A Very Lively Breeze.

The event at the Capitol yesterday was the de-to- te

provoked by the bill for the relief of the
widow of captain Page, of the United States navy,

for the huge balance of S13b.S5 due that gentleman

when he resigned his commission at the beginning

of die rebellion in order to cast his fortunes with

liNSatei Virginia).
Mr Goode. the man from the Norfolk District,

crenel the ball with a statement in behalf of the
w Mow.and withthe usual indiscretion ofthc briga-

dier w hen he refers to the " wah.'VaM thai Captain

We was too old at the lime to enter the service,

but that he (Page) would not, if alive, thank any-bol-v

for saving that he would not have gone into

the Service of his native State had he been pbysi-call- v

fit to do so.
Mr. Conger opposed the bill, and drew

a picture of Captain Page raising the sword,

which had been given him bv his country, to

strike down that country. Laughter on the Dem-

ocratic side.
Mr Conger. Gentlemen laugh and sneer;

did the same. I do not envy the smile

that gathers over the faces of some gentlemen on

the other the smile of derision at the picture
1 have drawn. It is a becoming exhibition of the
contortions of which the human face is capable

under adverse circumstances. Laughter on the
Republican side.

Mr. Conger (continuing) said that he had never
to repeal the statute whichheard of a proportion

prccntcdthcpavmentofthe pending claim, ex-

cept the remarks of the genticin.ui from Kentucky

(Mr. Blackburn), made iua.l ertcntly, he believed,

that when the Democrat obtained control of both.

House and the Presidency they would repeal the

law- - "which, and which, and which,- -
&C

Mr. Blackburn aked thcgcntleman not to garble

the lccord, as some lesser lights of the Republican
partv had done before him.

A "long oiid running colloquy endued between
Messrs. Conger and Blackburn as to the precise
words used by Mr. Blackburn, at the conclusion of
which Mr. Conger finished hisspcech in opposition
to the bill.

Mr. Goode said that he desired to make a collec-
tion of the report submitted by the Xaval Commit-

tee. That report stated that Captain Page had en-

tered the confederate service. He had not done
so. but he Goode) had no doubt he would
have done so but for his advanced age. Captain
Tage would not thank him for representing to the
American Congress that he (Captain Page) would
net have gone into that struggle with his native
State.

Mr. Conger replied that he would do justice to
the boy who had done gallant service on the
waters of Lake Erie, and to the man who had been
loved and respected until the fatal hour hail come,
and say that he believed that if that man were
alive now the recollection of his association with
the beloved flag of his country' would prevent him
from ever coming here and asking for a pitiable
Mini of less than $200.

Mr. House supported the bill. It was not the
flM time that the gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
Conj-criha- d bawled himself hoarse and had waved
the bloody shirt in order to cover ihecausc of in-

justice.
Mr. Cox said that he had hoped that afiir the

election of Garfield there might have been some
.mnety shown by the other side something bet-t- ci

than this raging fire over a little appropriation.
It was a mollification to the American people that
lifter fifteen years hai clapped since the end of
the war Congress was now debating a bill for the
icliefofa widow whose husband had served with
"ommodore Perry in 1811 in an unchristian spirit.

For shame ! Thei-- c was not a Christian idea con-

nected with this sort of debating ; not an idea con-ntctc- d

with forgivennc-- s nothing that 1 elated to
genuine manhood or chivalry. A great writer had
said "that while you put down a rebellion you
ihould endeavor to bring about good feeling."
And vet his friend (Mr. Conger) came hcraandiiit-terl- y

opioscd this bill, like a sort of Snarleyow.
Weic these unchristian utterances to last
iorever? Was no election to pour oil
upon the old wounds? The Republicans had, he
knew, a man who would turn cut belter in the
lTesidency than their representatives did on this
floor. General Garfield had said that the man w ho
would utter the kind of sentiment which had been
uttered here y w ould have no party or follow --

ing; and ct gentlemen were building up his ad-
ministration in advance upon these obnoxious
doctrines. When was the country to have peace?
The time had come when a better and a greater
ipirit should be spread throughout the country.
If the two sections could not meet in that spirit,
l4 help the Republic. In conclusion, lie made

an eloquent appeal for a cessation of sectional
stme, which was warmly applauded on the Demo-fiali- c

side.
Mi. Chittenden said that this was a case of a

widow asking for SI30 honestly diietoher husband,
win) had been an officer of the United Stales navy ;

and if ihcCniicd States refused to pay that debt,
iuhisjudgincntitdid an act which appealed to
the manhood out-id- c of Congress to sec that an-
other Congress should ay that debt with doub'c
ink-ret-. Applause on the Democratic side.

Mr. Brapg said that he had been charmed with
Hie beauties of Hie speech of his friend from Xcw
"fork 'Mr. Cox; but that he regarded this ques-
tion as being a question of principle, and he was
not to be driven from the views he maintained by
any generalities. He compared this case to the
case of Benedict Arnold. Benedict Arnold had
fought nobly, bravely, and well, but he had de-rert-

the nag of his country in the trying hour.
Captain Page had fought bravely on Lake Erie.
It hail been f.ir better for him had he died sus-
taining the flag of his country in the glorious
battle of Lake Erie than have, in his later years-- ,

spat en that flag by tendering a resignation of
commission in the hour of his country's peril,
npplausi-- on the Republican side. IfCongrcss
!! au-j- with the principle here, wheie was it to

cini: If this woman was to be paid because she
was t.td and poor, that was one thing; but if Cou-- S

tu pay her because she was the wife of
K'i uffii cr who had resigned from Ills country's ser--i

e. that was another thing.
A Democrat Inquired whether at the time of

faptain luge's resignation there had been any rule
prf payment of the debt to him.

Mr. Biagg. Theie was that law recognized every-
where that he who deserts his country's flag in the
hour of peril b entitled to no respect from that

rftcrward nnles., what she may give him
way of gratuity. I should say that the gentle-

men win, broke the Constitution and fled from it
c not iic men to hold it up before me. I am

fi'iioui never to hear again the subject of the
"itliern rebellion; I would fain wipe it out for-iv-

from my eyesight and my memory, and I
to my friends in the South who ask the people

toiloUii-- , "Do not continue it on the claims cal-
endar of this House, and keep it a live issue by
unsli'i,;K endeavoring to get from the Treasury

t'ji'ii thing which involves the discussion of the
riMlioii." The difference lies precisely there. Its ni 'in you ask the people of the Xorth to close
""ir ejes when their cars iisten continually to
" lappinir at Hie Treasury door. I say let "the
xWMon sleep where it does sleep.

Mr. Man ley said that if he were asked whetherhi vcie w iilhijj l0 pay the claim of a widow of a
iM.i',1 oflicci- - nc should vy likely make no objec-iH-- n

but when gentlemen presented bills of this
"'N.'iipiiv.n.atid said that they were as good afl,w as am represented by any bond, and thatn"1,,:"- - "ad done to forfeit any obligationwi.,.) ;i,e (jovcrnment was under, he was dis--p

..1 o resist it. During the war somebody was
ngli'Miil sonjobedy was wrong; somebodv won,
soicet-Hi- !ost. The Fourteenth Amendment wasp J'S'lgnu-ii- t of the Xation on that subject.

M, ,outie w Iielher the gentleman held
arightto visit Captain

.: s s,n up,,,, llJs ,vWow .ln(1 cJli, dren
Ir. H.iw"ey icplicd that Captain Ppgc had vir-'- !'

the crime of treason, and that ifui vi a hal: si,ort 0r.tj u waj on MC0BUt of ,,is'' age.
Ii Gocile. Wid --.n:i n.iinw i,:m t.. i, .....

I
r u""'s-yrc,Jie- that he would go to the old

'"""Sia'cainlhelnliiiilit n r,in,ir..c rr i,;c
bis country. He recalled the story of

7.. th,r '"rean said about Benedict Arnold, that
t. ,,aksSllC' that was wounded at .sara- -- ard preserve it and hang the lest or his

.1r U.R,i, K.i1:ed Q Mr Eiagg,s tr,eeci,. Bc,le.
to t ..7, :r,'N!orv tas''t "Sh!. was a traitor

.ovt-nna- i ut fora money consideration. He"'f'10 man in the Soath who took his side
mskC.-i:o- or which that could besaid. It was' mi ii:.si time n t;!C. bis:Crry of ilie EngU,wugoplu tb.ua war of words had culmi- -

liiM1"4'""01'0-1"10- - Theuarof ibe bel- -

sUc'm' 00,:"j,'c1 '":oma conviction or right on
', auc cu the othcj iidc, sending such

men as Robert E. Lee, Stonewall Jackson, and A. S.

Johnson adown the long pages of history with
the brand upon them like to that upon the char-
acter of Arnold.

However great the man might be in intellect or
power who tried that would fail, for great as had
been the leader of the confederate army when he
had led his host to battle, he had been the greater
still when the war was over, and he had devoted
the remaining years of his life to the teaching of
the young men of the land he loved so well. When
he had perished, all over this laud had been heard
regrets that a good man had fallen, and those re-

gret, crossing the ocean, came reverberating back
in every language and tongue. Applause on the
Democratic side.

Mr. Reed said that this business of the past was
not to be got over by fine speeches or labored
culogium. There had been a great war ; that war
had been decided, and the country demanded
that there should bepeace on the subject. Xobody
desired it more than the gentlemen on his side.
They were tired and sick of alluding to Southern
rebellion and Southern claims, and it was never
their fault that the subject was brought up. He
wanted the Democracy to heed the warning of the
gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. Bragg). AYhat

Democrats and Republicans both wanted, if they
could have it, was oblivion of the past.

Mr. Wright declared that if the friends of the
pending bill would withdraw it from the calendar
lie would give the woman a check for the amount
involved.

Mr. Goodc said that he appreciated the generous
motives which prompted the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. Wright) to make the ofler, but
he wanted the House and the country to under-
stand that the widow of Hugh M. Page, the hero of
Lake Eric, was not here begging alms. She came
asking the pass-ag- e of the bill as a matter of simple
justice. The Government owed her husband for
gallant services rendered. The Government owed
the husband's estate to-da- and if the Government
pursued the man in his grave, and said that it
would not pay the widow, it was guilty of rank
repudiation." If gentlemen were ready to repudiate
an honest debt, let them take the responsibility,
and look out for other debts owing by the Govern-
ment.

No final action was taken on the bill.

THE SEATLESS STATESMAR.

Hun. J.-im- O'Brien flakes the Acqnaiut-ant'- C

ofthc Doorkeeper.
Hon. James O'Brien, who has the peculiar dis-

tinction of being the only member of Congress who
never drew or had a scat in that body assigned to
him, surprised the few people who know him in
this city and greatly perplexed the doorkeepers,
who didn't know him, by putting in an appear-
ance on the floor of the House day before yesterday.
The Hon. James, or"Jimmy,"ashc is better known
among the boys in New York, has spent just five
days in Washington since his election, and the
only thing that brought him here on the last brief
trip was the earnest cry of the Macedonian nouse,
of Tennessee, and that other Greek, Sam Randall,
to " come over and help us " make a quorum.

It may be remarked in this connection that the
majority in this Congress seem to have a capacity
for makinga great many things, buttheirmost able
and herculean efforts have always been devoted to
making a quorum. They can and do make appro-
priations; they can and do make the country grin;
they can and do make asses of themselves, indi-
vidually and collectively, with the greatest case;
but the "greatest effort of their lives'' is that of
making a quorum of themselves. Once in a great
while they achieve one, but such is the wear and
tear to which the individual intellects arc sub-
jected on such occasions that most of them shrink
fiomthc perils of close contact with their fellows
and the close communion with the cold tea of the
House restaurant which a " full" House involves.

Hence it is, when a great question involving a
great principle comes up, that the able incubators
of the great question aforesaid and the great prin-pl- e

therein embodied have such difficulty in cor-
ralling a quorum. These attempts to do
so during the past few weeks, beside
affording a great deal of amusement to the coun-
try! have, it must be said to the credit of Messrs.
House, Randall & Co., gratified the curiosity of
their fellow-membe- by vouchsafing them a
chance to become familiar with the faces of thoe
two eminent Wall-stre- operators, Tom Ewing and
James O'Brien.

Amonirthose;Tho crowded to the front to obtain
an introduction to the distinguished strangers
from Ohio aud Xcw York upon their appear-
ance on the floor was the representative of The
Republican whose dutyit is to capture, corral, and,
if need be, crucify all intervicwable strangers.

Jimmy is a rather prcpossessiug person, with a
cleanly shaved face, a neck like a bull of Bashan,
and abrain that actively convoluted fiom cerebrum
to cerebellum. Noticing the scatless member mak-
ing an effort to secure a resting-plac- e for his weary
gable, our man with rare grace aud tact shoved a
stool under him, and thus anchored the statesman
for an interview.
fc"You haven't been here much of late. Mr.
O'Brien?" began our buzzer.

"Xo," said Mr. O'B.. I have not."
"Why?" ventured our scribe.
" Because I don't like this d d town. There is

nothing here for an active man to do. I have lost
money every hour that I remain, so I guess I'll go
back to the village."

" But what's to become of the public business if
Congressmen don't stay here and attend toll?"
said our man, with great asperity."

"Oh, the public business be d d,"said Jimmy.
"There is no public busincssof any importancebc-for- e

Congress. If there was, I would be hereto at-

tend to it; but there is none. Xow, if I was needed
to vote for an appropriation to improve Xcw York
harbor orsomething of that sort, there would be
some sense in my staying here; but there ain't.
And besides." glancing up to the gallery, "who
wants to stay here with them niggers up there
breeding vermin?"

And with this earnest expression of profound
opinion the seatless statesman silently slid toward
the depot and took the first train for Xetv York.

Iiiconras'n:r TTIotiiitiiciits.
The Senate Military Committee has agreed to,

and oidercd to be favorably reported, Senator
Randolph's bill providing "that whenever
any monument association or historical society
shall propose to designate a revolutionary battle-
field, not already commemorated by a monument
completed and dedicated, and shall have pro-
cured a charter from one of the United States, or
shall have so organized under State laws as to be a
corporate body, and shall have commenced to
raise money to carry onl its patriotic object, it shall
be entitled to one dollar from the Treasury of the
United States for every dollar actually raised by its
own efforts: ProiMnJ. The sum so raised shall not
be less than 510,000 and not more than S50.000."
Xo moneys, however, shall be paid out of the
Treasury until the design of the proposed monu-
ment shall have been approved by the President
ofthc United States or by a commission appointed
by hiin ; nor until the moneys raised, together with
the amount from the Treasury, shall be sufficient
to complete the monument. This bill is intended
to facilitate the erection of monuments on revolu-
tionary battle-field-

Nominal Ions.
The President sent the following nominations to

the Senate yesterday: George H. Foster, to be
United States district attorney for the southern dis-
trict of Xew York: William S. Wilson, col-

lector of internal revenue for the fifth district of
Kentucky; Charles II. Priest, of Massachusetts, to
be register of land office, Evanston, Wy. Postma-
stersWilliam II. Hayes, at Farmington, N. H.:
Henry F. Cutler, Florence. Mass.: Sarah E. Rich-

ardson, Gardner, Mass.: Edward F. Whiton. Staf-
ford Spring?, Conn.: Abraham M. Witmer, Suspen-
sion Bridge, Xew York ; Leonard F. Hardy, Weeds-por- t,

X. Y.: Christopher F. Houscr, Lena, 111.- - Isaac
R. Dtmkelbcrger, Los Angelos, Cal.

Confirmation.
The Senate in executive'scisiouyeterilay con-

firmed the followingnominatiousof postmasters: C.
H.Stacy,atWcstXewton,Mass.; B. B. Martin, atWar-re- n,

R. L; L. S. Piatt, at X.xugatuck. Conn.; J. S.
Eerkstrcsses, at Ilontzdale, Pa.; T. B. Patton, at
Alcona, Pa.; J. A. McCalcb.at Mt. Pleasant. Pa.; T.
D. Campbell, at Ottawa, Ohio: George F. Wight-ma- n,

at Laeon, 111,: T. J. Ross, at Xevada, Iowa; D.
McDonald, at Grand Fork, Dak.

The Senate rejected the nomination of Robert
M. Wallace to be United Utales marshal at South
Caiolina.

"o ReuJl in I'ennxylvnula.
UAnr.isnur.G, Pa., Jan. a?. The eleventh inef-

fectual ballot for United States Senator was taken
It resulted as follows: Oliver, 63; Wal-

lace, 6i ; Grow, 12; Hcwitt,3 ; Agnew, 1 ; MacVeogh ,

2; Baird, 1 ; Phillips. 2. There were but one hun-
dred and seventy-eigh- t members present, many
having paired and gone home. Adjourned until
to morrow.

Burled Alirc.
Xew Orlkans, Jan. 28. A special to a

from Little Rock bays: Dr. W. H. Bond, a leading
citizen of Saline County, met a horrible death on
Thursday by the caving in of a well into which he
Lad descended. He was literally buried alive

A CELESTIAL SCARE.

MOTHER SHIPTON AND THE PLANETS.

Remarkable Combination to Occur Xext April The
Earth Threatened with a Scorching Some

Hard Facts, Showing the Perilous
Position of Our Planet.

The arrival of theyear whiehaccording to the so
calledprophecy of MotherShipton.isto witness the
destruction of thcearth has set manypeoplc to think
ing seriously, though publicly they may make the
boldest declarations of disbelief in any such al-

leged prophetic utterances and utter enthusiastic
professions of faith in the perpetual stability of the
earth. It may be contemplated in the plans
shaped by the Creator that the Solar System, hav-
ing existed in its present form for myriads of cen-

turies, shall go to smash, liko the "deacon's one-ho- ss

shay," all at once. Xo one at least, no one
who has studied Xature's grand code of laws
would attach any importance to Mother Ship-ton- 's

doggerel rhyme foretelling the demise
of the earth were it not for the fact
that the exact science of astronomy, whose
predictions are based upon figures warranted never
to lie, warns us of extraordinary phenomena to
occur in the heavens during this twelvemonth.
Besides the threatened collision between the
comet and the sun, which may disturb our system
and render the earth an exceedingly unpleasant
habitation, there will occur within three months
a series of

PLANETARY COXJCXCTIOKS,

which will form a remarkable and unprecedented
combination. The effect will be to place seven of
the immense spheres of our system, including the
sun, in an almost straight line Xeptune,
Saturn, Jupiter, and Mercury being ranged
on the side of the sun furthest from
tis, and Venus and the earth toeing the mark on
this side. Mercury will be a little out of the line,
hut near enough to be considered as practically on
the same line. It is not the purpose of this article
to create alarm, but merely to set forth astronomi-
cal facts, from which those who take an interest in
our little planet can figure out all the possibilities.
It will be observed that this combination will
cause a struggle between the attractive forces of
the large heavenly bodies involved, which may
cause unusual disturbances. Whether this struggle
will have the effect of deflecting the earth from its
courscis a matter of speculation. By the arrange-
ment of the heavenly bodies it will be seen that
the earth will occupy the same relative position as
the small boy on the end of a line of boys playing
"whipper-snapper.- " The large planets on the
other end exerting much greater force, may send
the poor earth reeling arouud out of its course.
The possibility of such an occurrence may justify
in a measureafaith in Mother Shipton's unpleasant
prediction. The cfTeet of this combined attiactive
lorcc, if it has any cflcct, will be to deflect the
earth toward the sun. In such an event it is also
a matter of speculation whether our poor planet
will not get terribly scorched, all the forms of life
that characterize the present age be withered tip,
and the earth be peopled anew with

A BACK OF SALAMANDERS,

designed by nature to thrive and be comfortable
under the fiercest rays of the great fiery orb. Eng-

land has produced another woman, about whose
existence there is no question, whose writings are
valued as text-book- s, and to whose utterances arc
attached the importance of scientific facts. This
woman is Mary Somerville, who, perhaps uncon-
sciously, has added force to Mother Shipton's
prophecy, when it is considered in connection
with the approaching planetary eccentricities;
for Mrs. Somerville says : " Yet man is to be burnt
up, and the elements arc to melt with fervent heat

to be again reduced to chaos possibly to be ren-

ovated and adorned for other races of beings.
These stupendous changes may be but for cycles
in those great laws of the universe where all is
variable but the laws themselves and He who has
ordained them."

Mrs. Somerville is not original in this, but only
voices the conclusions of a long line of great stu-

dents of physics. All of the predictions of
scientists are indefinite as to the time when
the grand cremation is to occur. Mother
Shipton, being unembarrassed by the ex-

actions of science, has kindly fixed the year in
which we arc to be roasted. There is a unanimity
of opinion in favor of the idea that the earth is to
be annihilated by heat. Xow, whether the de-

stroying heat is to be generated from the fires that
have raged harmlessly for centuries in the bowels
of the earth, or our fated planet is to be singed by
swinging too near the great central furnace ofthc
solar system, is a matter of conjecture and perhaps
of accident one of those designed accidents, if
such a term can be Used, upon which nil the great
changes in the universe have depended.

As observed before, when the astronomical facts
given above, together with the comet's expected
performance, are considered, there is little wonder
if many men who would be ashamed to profes
any faitli in idle superstitions should give some
serious thought to the old woman's prophecy.
Whatever ncivousness might otherwise be appar-
ent under the circumstances N allayed or neutral-
ized by the fact that if the earlh is destroyed the
whole human nice will perish together. There are
no terrors in annihilation when one has a whole
world for company. On the contraiy, it would be
terrible to be the only suivivor of a catastrophe
that swallowed up all olhcr living creatures

SofarTm: Rhruni ican's aMionomical reporter
has gi veir but a general statement of what is actu-
ally to occur, according to the forecasts of learned
scientists, ingeniously combined with hints at
gloomy possibilities. Xow he will confine himself
to the narrow piano of exact science and give a
more specific programme of the expected celestial
performance. A series of conjunctions will occur
between the 20th of April aud the 14th or May,
which will bring the planets Xeptune, Saturn, Ju-
piter, Mercury, Venn, and the earth during the ten
days from April il to May 2 in the relative positions
indicated by the following diagram, which has
been carefully prepared by The Republicans
truthful astronomical artist. The diagram is not
drawn by scale, as it is intended only to show the
rclatire positions of the planets :

Neptune x

Saturn

Jnpitci. 4t

Mars

Meieiiry. .

Uranus. SUX.

Venus.

Earth.

The reporter invaded the precincts of the Xa-tion-

Observatory, where science, pure and unde-file-

dwells in the shade of a nodding grove,
whence the white dome of the Observatory rises
like the bald pate of some philosopher turned
heavenward in contemplation of the mysteries of
the stars. At present, however, the approaches to
the Observatory are almost impassable, and what-
ever poetry had rushed through the reporter's soul
was displaced by mere vulgar sentiments, as he
piciieu nis way inrougu siusu anu snow-neap- s to
the sombre portals of the abode of science. The
conventional idea of an astronomer is that of a
bald-heade- d and patriarchal-lootin- g old gentle-ma- u

Avith flowing beard and attired in a loose
robe, grasping a chart and quadrant in one hand,
whilo the other rests on a big telescope, and sur-
rounded with tripods.globes.and all the parapher-
nalia of a d observatory.

When the reporter arrived there, howcver.'he
was greeted by a polite naval officer, whose ap-
pearance differed as widely from that of the con-venti- al

astronomer as from that of a Japanese
mandarin. He was neatly and fashionably at-

tired, and wore a beard of a rakish trim. Our
reporter was somewhat disappointed in not being
conducted into the presence of some venerable
and aw ful seer, but eancealing hi3 feelings, at once
inquired about the coming celestial events which
might produce such terrible results to the earth.

NOTHING BUT HARD FACTS.

The stylish-lookin- g astronomer smiled a depre-
cating smile, and observed, " We can only give you
hard facts things that we can verify. If we
should be quoted as making predictions or specu-
lations that we could not verify the whole scien
tific world would be down upon us at once."

Thereportcrhaviugassuredlheoflicerthftlhewas

only in search of facts, as facts are harder to obtain
than speculations, he was- - conducted into the
appartment occupied by Professor Frisby, a gentle-
man who resembled the conventional astronomer
in that he wore a skull-ca- .Professor Frisby, hav-
ing been asked to furnish a sufficient quantity of
hard facts to establish a foundation for a specula-
tive structure, pulled down formidable-lookin- g

tome and ran his finger up and dovm several
columns ol cabalistic signs.

"At nine o'clock on the night of the 21st of April,"
said the professor, stopping his" finger, "Saturn
will be in conjunction with' the sun."

The finger then resumes-it- s journey down the
column and stopped again. .

"At seven o'clock the next raorning.Saturn and
Jupiter will be in conjunction." Another move-
ment of the linger. -

"At nine o'clock that morning Jupiter will come
into conjunction with the sun." The finger makes
a long search among the hieroglyphics.

"On the 2d of May Venus comes into conjunc-
tion with the sun." Another pause and search.

"On the 11th of May Xeptune will be in con-

junction with the sun." The finger moves.
"And on the 14th of May Mercury comes into

conjunction with the sun. Uranus will be at right
angles. Yes, sir; we will have ajnost remarkable
combination of the planets ; but as they will be
on the other side of the s"n, of course we will be
unable to sec them."

" Is there any record of such a thing ever occur-ing?- "

"I don't know of any record. I could not tell
you without makinga long calculation when these
planets were exaetly In tliis position. It will not
occur again for thousands of years."

" What eflect will it have' on the earth?'"
" Xo appreciable effect,'- - replied the astronomer.

" The cflcct might be calculated."
" Won't this line of plaiiptt, with their attractive

forces all opposed to the etrth in one direction, be
apt to disturb our motion ;"

" The mass, or attractive force of our whole sys-

tem, ifall were pulling one way, would only equal
one part of that of the sun. Xoth-ing- ,"

continued the Professor, "will effect the
equilibrium of the solar iystcm. The tangential
forces overcome the effect of the sun's attraction.
Everything is regulated by the law of compensa-
tion."

Having obtained these assuring facts the reporter
took his Ica,ve of thcProfessorandagaiuproceedcd
to speculate. An official astronomer is bound to
facts as rigidly as an official rcportcr'of the debates
of Congress.

The wisdom of such strict adherence to hard
facts is apparent. Should It be officially announced
from the Observatory that there was danger of our
earth running into

a celestial snag
at some near day, the effect on the markets, cud
upon all the activities of life, would be most de-
pressing. Then, if such a prediction was made, and
it did not come to pass the official astronomer
would find himself holding a very unpleasant
position. Xow that the reader has had set before
liim all of the gloomier aspeets of the case, it is a
pleasure to turn to the more agreeable side of the
picture, and consider Ihe phenomena only as
something which mayS'liave an cflcct on our
weather, and therefore en our crops. Those who
have faith in the Scriptures will never give heed
to any speculation concerning the probable de-

struction of the earth until' the world has passed
through the millennium rik1 the lion aud the lamb
have peacefully reclined, together on tlie green
sward. It is comfortable to think that the people
of the earth are to havcitt thousand years' notice
before the final scene. Many scout the notion that
the planets exert any influence upon

OUR WKATIirR.
The extremely hot summer of 1S0, and the un-

usually severe winter which followed, it may not be
attributable to other than solar influences, but
many learned men connect these cirenmstances
with the conjunction of Jupiter and Saturn last
spriug, and the fact that Jupiter in perihelion has
came forty millions of miles nearer the earth than
it has been for eleven years. It may be that the
great planets ranging in line will bring to the
earth a golden year, rich with bountiful harvests
and blessed with peace and happiness. The re-

markable conjunction of the planets has not been
considered in an astrological view. There are.
perhaps, no limits to the grand possibilities of the
lives of babes who may be, fortunate enough to be
bom whjle thesign 1! Iij? sky. What ijs mystic,
influences will be cap only be told by the wizard
who reveals the secrets told by the stars.

A PRACTICX: APPLICATION.
Whether little or much importance should be

attached to the above is not for us to tay, but as a
faithful chronicler of current events The Repub-

lican calls attenliun to the following facts as being
vvorthy of candid consideration at this time :

First. That the present winter set in nearly six
weeks earlier than usual, and that the extent of
territory covered by snow and frost is double that
usual in the past.

Second That the amount of hay, corn, oats, and
other coarse feed which has already been used in
caring for stock is double the quantity usually re-

quired for that purpose s date.
Thiid. That owing to the early and unexpected

close of navigation many sections were left un-

provided with winter fuel, and that corn is now
being u-e-d in large quantities for that purpose.

Fourth. That hay is now selling at a higher aver-
age price than at any preceding time during the
past twenty years, and that, according 10 the last
monthly report of the.Vgricultural Department, the
hay, coin, and oat crop of 1SSS0 was much lcs than.
that of tiie preceding year.

Under such circumstances should winter be pro-

longed into a late springfrom planetary influence
on the earth's surface or other causes? Fanners
cannot exercise too much economy in the present
use of feed, which may be needed to keep their
stock alive should such a contingency occur.

Tiio Coercion Bill Airnlii.
London. Jan. 28. In the House of Commons to-

night the debate on Mr. Forster's coercion bill was
resume!. Mr. William M. Johnson, the solicitor-gener-al

for Ireland, said the question was whether
the authority of a responsible government
was to be enforced or an irresponsible
government supersede. Mr. Gladstone urged
the closing of the debale
He also assured the House that the coercion bill
would be used judiciously and reasonably. As the
meeting of the Land League increased so did the
numfcer of agrarian crimes. The eiereiou bill was
necessary above all to remedy the failure of the
administration of justice in dealing with agrarian
crimes.

The debate was then adjourned.

Fite Ilnmlrecl Miles in I'ire Dajx.
New Yokk, Jan. 2S. At 10:.')3 p. m. Hughes fin-

ished his 500th mile and entered his tent. Tin is
the first time on record that 500 miles has been
made in five days. Shortly before Hughes left the
track Howard returned, and Albert, who was third,
made a dash, and at half-pas- t eleven covered
his 483d mile. At midnight his score stood 185
mil&i, giving him second place. The score at mid-
night was: Hughes, 500; Albeit. 4$3; Howard,
481; Krohne, 4S)k: Vint, 473; Phillips, 425: Cam-pau- a,

3S5. The belting is that Hughes will take
hrst place and Albert second.

Captured With Swae.
Chicago, January 2S. One of the burglars who

blew open the safe of the South Chicago Iron &

Steel Works, in the early part of last week, was
captured by a detective this morning with 34,000
in his possession. The amount taken was over
510,000. The name of the captured man is with-
held by the public authorities.

ARMY AND NAVY NEWS.

Commander Merrill Miller has been relieved
from the command of the Yantic and placed on
sick leave.

Lieutenant-Commande- r 11. C.White has been or- -

dered to temporary duty in charge of ordnance
J and navigation departments at League Island navy--

yoru.
Sailmaker T. B. White has been ordered to the

Colorado, at Xew York, on the 1st of February, re-

lieving Sailmaker C. C. Freeman, aud ordered to
the Trenton, European station, per steamer of Feb-
ruary P.

The one vacancy on the retired list of the army
will be filled by the retirement of Surgeon-Genera- l

Barnes aud the promotionof Dr.Eaxter.chief med-

ical purveyor, to ne surgeon-genera- l. This change
may not be made by the present administration.

Captain W. A. Kirklaud has been relieved from
special duty at Washington, D. C, and ordered to
take passage in the steamer Britannic, February o,
for Liverpool, thence to Monte Video, and on ar-
rival there to report for the commandjof the Shen-
andoah.

Sixty days leave of absence has been
granted to Fassed-AsMsta- nt Paymaster S. D.
Hurlbut. The leave granted Lieutenant-Command- er

J. B. Coughlan, attached to the re-
ceiving ship Independence, has been ex-
tended until February 18 next.

The War Department has directed the abolition
of the recruiting rendezvous in this city. This ac-

tion is taken because the recruiting fund for the
army Is running low. The rendezvous is situated
on F street, between Twelfth and Thirteenth
streets. The order will take eflect on February 1
next, when First Lieutenant L. A.Mattie, Eleventh
Infantry, who is in charge, will turn over the pub-li- e

property in his possession, and then proceed to
St..Paul, Minn., and report to the commanding
general Department of Dakota.

PERSONAL MENTION.

SOCIAL NEWS OF THE CAPITAL.

Attorney-Gener- al Dcvens' Reception The Hop at
Willard's Distinguished People Present

The ETcnts of the Week An Invit-

ing Office Other Matters.

Attorney-Genera- l Devens entertained at dinner
last evening at Wormiey's twenty-fiv- e gentlemen,
as follows :

The Chief Justice, Associate Justices Swaync,
Field, Bradley, Miller, Harlan, Woods, and

Strong; the Secretary of State; Sir Edward
Thornton; Mons. Oulray, the French Minister,
and Baron von Schlozcr, the German Minister;
General Sherman ; Senators David Davis,-Dawe-s,

Edmunds, Hoar, Pendleton, and Thurman; As-

sistant Attorney-Gener- Smith ; Mir. Payson.Third
Assistant Secretary of State Mulliken, chief
clerk of the Department of Justice; and the fol-

lowing officers of the Supreme Court: Judge Otto,
recorder; Mr. James II. McKenncy, clerk; and
Marshal John G. Xicolay.

Representative Page, of California, entertained
on Tuesday evening of this week eleven of his
fellow-membe- at dinner at Welckcr's.

The hop at Willard's Hotel last evening was a
brilliant success. The distinguished patronage of
the house was well represented, and many from
leading social circles outside were present by. in-
vitation. Among prominent guestswere the fol-

lowing: Senator, Mrs. and Miss Gussie Wallace;
Senator and Mrs. Hamlin, with their nieces, Mhs
Hamlin and Miss Stetson; Senator aud Mrs.
Groome; Senator and Mrs. Kellogg;
Senator and Mrs. MacDonald; Senators Jonas
and Saukbury, Senator Williams and ladies: Rep-

resentatives Bayne, Morrison, Phillips Dickenson,
Hunton, Frost, J. B. Clark, Fort, Chalmers, and
their wives; Representatives Cochrane, Black-bu-

Hutchins, Overton, Converse, A. II. Smith,
Beltzhoovcr, Clardy, Le Fevre, E.L. Martin, Phistcr;
Representative aud Mi'ssSpeer; lions. A. V.Rice,
J. A. J. Creswell and wife; John G. Thompson, E.
11. Bowmau, General Jeffries, Mr. and Mrs. Mark
D. Flower, Captain James B. Eads, Colonel J. L.
Xorton, Count Montefcrrand, M. dc Suarez, Colonel
J. II. Hersey, II. E. Hamlin, Dr. C. P. and Mrs.
Lyman, Captain W. Stokes Boyd and wife,
Mrs. Ed. I'. Harris 3Irs- - Rhoda Loekwood,
Miss E. H. Wile, Mrs. S. A. Eaglcton, Mrs.
Barnes; Colonel W. L. Brown, editor of the Xcw
York Xcirg, and wife ; Miss Florence Raplcy, Lieu-

tenant J. C. Sullivan aud wife ; Mr. Xewton Crane,
Mr. Thomas V. Xeill, Mrs. Douglas, Mrs. Fanny
Ranney, Dr. J. C. Rosse, Mr. Richard Stockton.
Colonel James D. Martin, Mr. George O. Jones, Mr.
John Stetson, Colonel Wintersmith ; Miss Price, of
St. Louis ; Miss Chalmers, and others.

There were many elegant dresses worn. Miss
Wnllace, daughter of the Senator, was attired in
pale pink silk en Unine, with fichu and trimmings
of Spanish lace. Mrs. Bayne, of Pittsburg, wore a
ruby brocade embroidered with iridescent beads--,

with sleeves and collar of duchesse lace; orna-
ment-, diamonds. Mrs. Boyd, of Baltimore, wife
of Captain Boyd, had an elegant toilette of
blue satin, bouffant, en tralne ; embroidered with
pink roses and trimmed with point lace. Misses
Hamlin and Stetson wore dresses of pale ecru
satin, with Paris muslin overdresses. Mrs. Fort, of
Illinois, was most becomingly dressed in a deep

claret-colore- d velvet, with solitaire diamonds.
Miss Rose Wheeler wore blue satin combined with
brocade en trafnr, with white lace trimmings.
Miss Chalmers, of Mississippi.worca dress of white
albatross cloth ; ornaments, natural flowers. The
bride of Senator MacDonald wore a brown silk
dreMSwith crimson fichu, ornamented with point
lace; her hair was dressed with crimson
roses. Mrs. Hamlin, of Maine, wore a lav-
ender brocade with point lace fichu.
Mrs. Groome, the charming wife of the Senator,
wore a blue silk combined with cachemire. with
Mechlin lace trimming; Mrs. Wallace a black
Lyons velvet dress, with duchesse lace and dia-
monds. Her hair was adorned with natural roses
and ymilax. Miss Price, a lovely blonde, wore
ruby satin and brocade, with Valenciennes lace
and diamond solitaires. Her"s was one of the
most graceful figures at the ball. Xo hop of the
icason previously given has displayed so many
handsome toilets, or so distinguished an array of
guests.

The Ebbitt House may not enjoy a monopoly of
bridal bliss, but there are seventeen newly-marrie-d

couples sheltered under its hospitable roof. Six of
these eainc Thursday evening by one train.

In Jhe absence of Senator Cameron, who was un-
avoidably detained at Harrisburg, Mrs. Cameron
yesterday evening entertained the following dis-
tinguished guests, who had been invited to dine
with Senator aud Mrs. Cameron, at Wormiey's:
Prince Camporcali, Count Lippe, Senator Bumside,
Miss Hout, Miss Bayard, Mr. Blair, Mr. Drummond,
Miss Pendleton, Miss Biddle, Miss McLane, Mis-- s

Cameron, Mr. Ely, and Mr. Biddle.

Mrs. Senator Blaine has recovered from her in-

disposition, and received as usual on Thursday.
Her daughter, Miss Alice. isa strikingly handsome
young lady, and is greatly admired by all who
have had the pleasure of meeting her.

One of the most charming ladies to be met in
Washington this winter is the wife of Senator
Vance, of Xorth Carolina. The "Blue Grass
region" has always borne an enviable reputation
for splendid horses nud brilliant women. Mrs.
Vance nobly maintains the reputation of the lat-
ter. She is a Kentnckian by birth, and ia ery
handsome woman, with black hair and sparkling
black eyes a decided brunette. Her manners arc
easy and graceful; she is a line conversationalist
and a most captivating hostess. It is to be re-

gretted that-on- e so eminently fitted to adorn her
own home such a queen of the salon does not
have her own residence in the city, where she
would have a more extended sphere to display
those social charms with which she is so richly en-
dowed.

Miss Black, of Xew Castle, Del., is visiting her
brother, Licutenant-Commaude- r Black, on Six-
teenth street.

Mrs. Kendall, of Binghamton, X. Y., is visiting
her futhcr, Judge Lowe, on Capitol Hill. The
many friends of the latter will be pleased to learn
of the improvement in his health, which has been
very precarious during the winter.

Mr. Hayes will hold a reception this afternoon
from three to five o'clock.

31m. llnjoi S'ocinl IIniy.
A beautiful album or diary, embodying a record

of all the social entertainments, receptions, din-
ner parties, &c, given at the Executive Mansion
during the administration of President nayes, has
just been completed to date by Mr. O. L. Pruden,
one of the President's private secretaries. The
album at the close of the administration will be
presented to Mrs. Hayes. The frontispiece is a per-
fect picture of the White House from a southern
view, exhibiting its surrounding beauty in spring
time. The various events which are chronicled
are appropriately decorated with tracings of
delicate vines, the national colors, &c. The letter-
ing contained in the album is simply marvelous,
the various styles selected for the work hormoniz-in- g

in effect with the occasion for which they are
used.

Mr. Pruden has by this work proven himself pos-

sessed of great talent, the execution of the entire
record having been pronounced by all those who
have been fortunate enough to examine it as the
best and most elaborate thing of the kind ever
seen. The work is finished in water-color- s and
gilt. Among the principal features of the album
are the of the menus of the various
State dinners. Mr. Pruden is very modest about
permitting the book to be examined, and it
that he was never known to show it himself.

"Vew Yorlt Grand Aim) 3Icn.
Binghamton, X. Y., Jan. 2S. At the State en-

campment of the Graud Army of the Republic yes-
terday the reports of the department commander,
the adjutant-genera- l, and the quartermaster were
received and adopted and department officers
elec ted. A grand banquet was held at Lester Hall
last evening, at which speeches were made by
Generals Robinson and Barnuin, Commander Mcr-lit- t,

L. Coe Young and Corporal
Tanner and others, and a poem was read bv
Charles M. Dickinson, of the Republican.

THE OXEN RUN TRAGEDY.

Dcnih of Annie Carter from lujnries
Inflicted by Ilcr Brother.

Annie Carter, the colored woman who was found
near Oxen Run, on the Insane Asylum road, badly
beaten and in an unconscious condition the morn-
ing of the 16th instant, died at the Washington
Asyluin yesterday from the result of her injuries.
Coroner Patterson held an autopsy and discovered
that her skull had been fractured, and will hold an
inquest y at noon in the eighth precinct statio-

n-house.

It will be remembered that a brother of the
deceased is suspected of being her murderer, as she
was In his company the night preceding the as-

sault He induced her to go overtoUniontown,
qy stating that her mother was sick and desired to

see her. Her husband accompanied the pair to
the cars, and that was the last he saw of her until
four days afterward, when, becoming alarmed at
her absence, he made inquiries which resulted in
his finding her still unconscious at the asylum
and hardly distinguishable from the effects of the
terrible beating she had received.

Meanwhile her brother, whose name Is Shaw, re-
turned to her husband's house during his absence
and stole a suit or clothes, for which he was ar-
rested by the detectives and sent to jail for ninety
days. As soon as Carter recovered from the shock
occasioned by his liereavcment he set about find-
ing out who was in company with his wife last, as
a result of which he secured overwhelming evi-
dence of her brother's guilt.

It will be shown at the inquest y that the
woman did not reach her mother's house on the
night in question, and that her brother was seen
coming across the Anacostia Bridge about mid-
night alone and with a basket which the woman
had when she left home, ner pockets had also
been rifled of a small amount of monev, showing
tbatavarice must have been the incentive for the
terrible deed.

Shaw has been examined as to his whereabouts
on the fatal night, but his stories arc conflicting,
and the police are sure that he alone was the au-
thor of the deed. The woman had remained un-
conscious from the time she was brought to the
asylum until her death, and consequently no in-
formation of the transaction could be obtained
from her.

The Boers Whip the Eiicilnli.
London, Jan. 28. In the House of Commons to-

day Right Hon. Hugh Shilders, Secretary of War,
announced that Sir George Collcy telegraphed on
the 2Cth as follows: "Attack on pass repulsed.
Casualties heavy, but not yet known. I hold camp
until arrival of reinforcements." The Secretary of
War said he believed the English attack had been
repulsed.

A dispatch to Reuter's Telegram Company from
Durban gives the following account of the engage-
ment with the Boers: General ColIey"s advance
guard, consisting of a jKirtion of the Fifty-eight-h

Regiment and the force of horsemen, attacked the
Boers' position. The attack was at first partially
successful, but subsequently the Boers were
strongly reinforced and repulsed the British troops
with heavy loss. The Boers suffered severely.
Both sides maintain their former positions.

As to reinforcements wnich Sir George Colley
must now await, the infantry portion of the troops
which arrived at Durban by the Euphrates last
Tuesday are now on the way to Pictermaritzburg
by railroad, but hence they have 200 miles to
march before they can join General Colley. Horses
to mount the hussars who arrived at the same time
are still on their way from Cape Town.

Tiro Southern Firea.
Atlanta, Ga., Jan. 2S. A fire occurred at West

Point, Ga., at one o'clock this morning, burnfng
the Young-Men'- Library Association rooms and
about 3.000 books; the stores of Joel Walker and
Jacob Freisieben. the banking-hoiu- e of W. C.aud
L. Lanier, the furniture store of M. A. Dickson.
Dazicr's confectionery, Lnniers & Bright's grocery
store, and Mrs. Winston's millinery store. All
other buildings and most of the stocks were in-
sured.

Savannah, Ga., Jan. 28. A special dispatch to
the Mnrniiuj Xact from Tallahassee. Flu., sta.es
that a fire occurrea at ten o'clock this morning at
the car-shop- s of the Jacksonville. Pensaeola. aud
Mobile Railroad, destroying all the shops of the
company except the new carpenter-shop- . The fire
originated near the top of the furnace of the foun-
dry. The loss is estimated at from SIO.OOO to 33,O0'.

Retreat of the Rocrs.
Durban, Jan. 28. A telegram from Xew Castle,

dated to-da- announces that Genera! Sir George
Colley's artillery opened fire upon the Boers, and
his infantry then advanced, whereupon the Boers
retreated out of range.

The Boers had received reinforcements from
Heidelberg. Their force opposing General Colley
numbcrs between 2,000 and ::,000. They returned
the British fire, but the engagement seems to have
been trifling.

Fell Anions' the Philistines.
Xew York, Jan. 23. William P. Brown, or City

Point, Fla., arrived here yesterday, and last night
was drugged and robbed in a saloon in the lower
part of the city ofS7o0 in checks, S1.7) cais"it watch
and chain. Andrew McAleer, a thief, just par-
doned from State's prison, where he was serving
a twenty-year- s' sentence, was to-da-y arrested and
identified as the thief.

A Hip Defalcation in
Detroit, Mich., January 2. A defalcation for

sjme Sii,000 or SSO.OIO has ju-- t been brought to
light in the Detroit Savings Rank, the oldest sav-
ings institution in this city. Tim guilty parties are
two tellers, brothers, named Charles U. and Her-
man H. Seigler, who have been long employed and
who have had the unlimited confidence of their
employers.

Excitement on "Chance.
Chicago, Jan. 28. There was considerable ex-

citement on 'Change with a strong upward
movement in every ornnch of trading and specu-
lative business. There was more interest In the
wheat market, but the greatest rise was in pro-
visions.

-- -

Too Late.
Xashville, Tenn., Jan. 2S. The Stewart contest-

ed-election case, which has created so much
talk in connection with the election of a United
States Senator, was decided by unseating Stewart
in the house by three majority.

Let V Hope that Thin is Charley.
Piiilauelpiiia, Jan. 28. Mr. Christian R. Ross,

the father of Charley Ross, says he has received no
letter from Peter MeCallnm, of Aldsborough, Ont,
that would lead him to think the boy referred lo
is his son.

CAPITAL JOTTINGS.

Yesterday the national bank notes received for
redemption amounted to $17i,000.

The receipts for the Government j esterday were :

Internal revenue, S3S5,"-4i.2- ; customs, $704,8.27.
Senator Groome yesterday presented a petition

for a pension to the widow of Commodore Gardi-
ner, late of the navy.

Hon. W. F. Sapp, of Iowa, aud wife have been
suddenly called to Chicago by reason of the death
orMr. Sapp's brother.

Governor Foster occupied General Garfield's scat,
on the floor ofthc House during the debate on the
Page relief bill yesterday.

Senator Baldwin, and Representatives Butter-wort-

McKinley, Downey, Townshend of Illinois.
Thompson, and Loring called on the President
yesterday.

The Senate Finance Committee heanl Treasurer
Gilfillan on the funding bill yesterday. Final ac-

tion on the bill will probably be taken at the regu-
lar meeting of the committee next Tuesday.

The Le Fevre investigating committee held a
meeting yesterday, and examined Commissioner
Le Due at length touching the needs of the De-
partment of Agriculture, modes of conducting,
costliness, JLc.

The Senate Committee on Privileges and Elec-

tions held a meeting yesterday, and examined a
number of the Senate employees in relation to the
publication ofthc Chinese treaties. Xone of them
knew anything about it.

A petition was sent to the House Committee on
the District of Columbia signed by all the
cashiers ofthc banks in the city of Washington,
requesting that the 1th or March next be made a
legal holiday in the District.

The internal revenue appointments yesterday
were as follows: John C. Edwards-- , storekeeper and
gaugcr, sixth district, Indiana; Travis Morse,
storekeeper, eighth district, Illinois; W. C. Mont-
gomery, ganger, eighth district, Illinois.

The river and harbor bill was swelled another
SIOO.OOO yesterday. It was voted to give the Mis-

sissippi River Sl,C00,O0O, instead of Sl.j00.000. Of
this amount $1,000,000 is to be expended on the
lower and SCOO.COO on the upper Mississippi River

The Vice-Preside- yesterday submitted to the
Senate a communicat ion from the Secretary of War,
recommending an appropriation for the erection
ofan elevator in the Winder building of this city,
used by the Government, and a man to attend to
it. Referred to Appropriations Committee.

The internal rcvcnnesubcoramittceof the House
Committee on Ways and Means yesterday agreed
to prepare a Jtrill embodying the recommendation
of the Dommissioucr of Internal Revenue to take
the tax offof matches, bank checks, savings bank
deposits, and all proprietary taxes except on
perfumery and cosmetics.

Commissioner Williamson, of the General Land
Office, appeared before the House Committee on
Public Lauds and urged the propriety and neces-

sity for a of the public lauds. The com-
mittee directed its chairman to request the Appro-
priations Committee to include in the sundry civil
bill an appropriation lor this purpose.

Senator-elec- t George, of Mississippi, has wriiten
a letter to Senator Lamar indorsing and approving
the latter's vote in the Kellogg case. Mr. George
substantially takes the ground of r adjutlicutn;
that there must be an end to such contests some-
where and some time, and that when the Senate
declared that Mr. Kellogg was entitled to his seat
that ended the contest.

The President has approved the following: Bill
making an appropriation of 20,000 for filling up,
draining.and placing in good sanitary condition the
grounds south of the Capitol along the line of the
old canal; joint resolution wheeling the Public
Printer to furnish each justice and the clerks and
marshal of the Supreme Court with a copy of the
' "ongreisiotalRccoftl, and the Military Academy ap-
propriation bill.

The bill reported yesterday in the Senate by
Senator Johnston from the Select Committee on
Contagious Diseases of Domestic Animals provides
that the Commissioner of Agriculture shall organ-
ize in his Department a bureau ofanimal industry,
ana appoint as its chief somecompctcnt veterinary
surgeon, approved bythe Xatioual Board ofHealth.
Other details of the bill define the duties of the
officer, &c.

Marshall Jewell was before the
Converse Committeo yesterday and testified at
length. He denied that the Republican Campaign
Committee had sent out franked political matter,
and stated that they had paid some S10.000 to
S12.O0O for postage during the campaign, and about
s)5,000 for documents sent by express. Governor
Jewell drew his witness fees and mileage, amount-
ing to about S5S, and left the city for New Haven
last night.

'jaii '53?

CHINESE AS CITIZENS.

COMMISSIONER SWIFT'S VIEWS

On the Treaties and the Kongolians in General
The Subject of Naturalization It U

Xot a Treaty Right An Inter- -

rsticfr Explanation.

Mr. John F. Swift, one of the commissioners to
negotiate the Chinese treaties, was recently inter-
viewed by a San Francisco f'hronicle reporter. Mr.
Swift says, in answer to one of the questions! ofthc
reporter: "Of course the Chinese question is not
settled by the treaty ; no treaty could settle it. It is
now transferred to Congress, where it belongs. If
Congress wants to do right anil relieve U9 of the
evil, it can do so w ithout violating public faith
and without jeopardizing or impairing the rights
or our missionaries and merchant to China or in-
juring our trade with that country. We have now
the matter in our own bands-- , and no treaty could,
do more."

" Will you kindly state the reasons w hy the
whole question could not be settled bv a treatv?"

" Willingly," said Mr. Swift. ' When I was 'first'
appointed upon the commission, and before I had.
thoroughly considered the matter, I Imagined
such a settlement might be made, and I went at it
with the hope that a treaty might be obtained,
which by its own force would stop Chinese im-
migration, but I soon found that even if the
Chinese government would consent that it could,
not be done, and tiiat it was injudicious to try it.
There arc many reasons for this. In the first place
the immigration practically comes from
Hong Kong, which is a British port at
the mouth or a great Chinese river. Xo regula-
tions China could make could apply to that
port. They could not, in faet, be enforced. In
the second place, it would have been difficult
most likely impossible to have agreed upon the
details ofa plan so as to stop it, and, beside , such
details would have to be pat in force, in whole or
in part, by Chinese officials; and these are notori-
ously corrupt, and the plan would soon degene-
rate into allowing these officials to squeeze money
out of the immigrants. In the third place, had we
attempted lo stop it by force of the treaty we must,
at our peril, have produced a perfect system in the
first instrument, and every man who has had any
experience in legislative matters knows how diffi-
cult it is to make a law that will, without future
amendments, cure any evil.

hypothetical CASE'.

"It is the experience of the world that legisla-
tive action to repress any great evil is never suc-
cessful, except after repeated amendments, so that
had we agreed upon the fi r, the cap-
itation tax, or any other known plan, and put it
into the treaty, the moment we ever found it being
evaded a mostlikcly cace and wanted to remedy
the evil a new commission must be sent to Peking;
to solicit the Chinese government to help us, and
when it had got there it might find no Russian
fleet, no Russian army on the border, and the
Chinese officials in by no means so conceding a
disposition as wc had the good fortune to find them;
and again, a treaty could not provide any penal-
ties for violation of its provisions, or any ma-
chinery for enforcing those penalties. It
might be also that even had penalties been
asked for to put into the treaty the Chinese
officials would not agree with us. They would be
fighting all the time for the infliction ofthc slight-
est punishment. The power to fine or confiscate
a ship for bringing unauthorized Chinamen would
be a very effective method for enforcing the law,
and probably will be the only.one that will ever do
any good. What would be the use of having the
Chinese agree with us that we might confiscate or
fine a British ship? Congress, aud Congress alone,
can do that, as it can do now if a number of any-kin-

of passengers in excess of a certain rate fixed
by Congress for her tonnage are bought here."

the naturalization or Chinese.
"It is said," put in the reporter, "that the treaty

tends to confer the right of naturalization upon
Chinese."

" It does no such thing," answered Mr. Swift.
" That question was thoroughly considered by tho
commissioners, and would have been provided for
or no treaty made, had we not completely under-
stood that nothing of the sort was provided for.
You have only to understand the principle under-
lying the naturalization laws to see that there is
nothing in the poiut. Naturalization is nowhere
a treaty right ; the most favored nation has no
such treaty with us; even Germans and the Eng-
lish have no such right; nor have Americans in
cither Germany or England. Indeed, in England
foreigners cannot be naturalized so as to hold office
without aspecial act of Parliament for each indi-
vidual ease. France allows of naturalization as
the reward for some distinguished public service
such, for instance, as tiie establishment of a new
industry. Populated countries usually have no
general naturalization laws. Xaturalization i kept
by every country as a reserved right to exercise or
not at its will.

WE BO NOT NATURALIZE

any nationality by name, our naturalization lawf
providing lor the admission of white men and
those or African descent. Xot nationality, but
color or race, is provided for, and it follows that if
a Chinamen is 'a white mau, or of African de-

scent," he can be naturalized under our laws'.
Judge Sawyer had decided that the Chinese arc
neither one nor the other, and has refused to natu-
ralize them, while certain courts in the Atlantic
States have held that they arc w bite men and ba o
naturalized them, but the treaty has nothing to do
with it no treatv ever has. On the contrary, wo
have been several yeais negotiating with various
European powers to get them to make a treaty with
us allowing us to naturalize their people; that is
lo say, asking them to recognize the naturalized
citizen as no longer their subject, and to let go
their hold of him. In most cases they will not do
so. Germany will not, and in some cases has
seized and imprisoned returning Germans for the

of military duty. To the best of
my knowledge there is no instance in the history
of diplomacy where any nation or any power has
sought a treaty right to denaturalize her subjects.

TREATIES ARE MADE

to protect the subjects of a country resident in an-

other country, not to allow them to forswear their
allegiance and join that other country ; for when
that is done they must then cast in their lot with
the new country and get their protection there. It
is absurd to suppose that a power would be inter-
ested in losing iLs "subjects. What it is interested
in is to have its mcn-hani- s retain their nationality

j and allegiance and go and reside in the friendly
nation, trade there, acquire property"; accrue
wealth, and then come back home and spend ir.
But if these cost in their lot with the foreign
country the whole object of the treaty Is defeated.
We therefore did not proi-os- e this to the Chinese

i because it was unnecessary- - it would have been.
moreover, gratuitously insulting to the --Chinese
commissioner o Jask them to agree in the solemn
treaty to what would have been in effect an ad-

missions on their part that their citiens were not
fit to bccomcsubjcctsof thlscountry. Toask them
to do that, and at the same time to proervelthesame
privileges wc now have in China, would have
shown iw to have been neither good lawyer j nor
good diplomats--. You may depend upon it that
had we not been fully convinced that we were giv-
ing no right of naturalization to the Chinctewe

j would have made the point and insisted uion it."
WHAT ARE "LAKOR'RS?"

'The objection lias been raissd," -- ahi the re-

porter, "that the word laborer' in the treaty will
admit of dangerous latitude."

" There is no such possibility." replied Mr. Swift,
"and for three reasons; 1st. The construction
placed by Congress upon the word will be de-

cisive. 2d. The Chinese commissioners conceded
the point by leaving out the word -- mechanic."
upon which they had laid much stress. 3d. There
are only two kinds of laborers skilled and un-

skilled and the word laborer covers both. To
call a hod carrier a laborer and not to call a weaver
one is to use the word in its narrowest scn-- e. Tim
likelihood is that Congress v. ill stretch it to in-

clude even physicians and tlusc who labor with
their brains. Why, the Chinese commissioners
raised the issue, and suggested that the lerai would
include even consuls."

THE THKATV WILL BE CONTIP.MED.

"Then you think. Mr. Swift." :aid the reporter,
finally,." that the treaty will be confirmed by tho
Senate?"

"I have no doubt of it," he answered: "aud that
not by any party vote, for I am ot the opinion that
both Republican and Democratic Senators will bo
of accord as to the treaty. What they will doaftcr--
ward xs to enaetiDg laws to enfoae it I have no
idea."

.

.V Woit --Tke Uiot Act Scait.
Loncon, Jan. 23. After a meeting, which wa

attended by 20.GOO miners at Leigh yesterday, a mob
vent to the Atherton collieries, and a desperate
tlot ensued. Hussars, infantry, and police wero
on the ground. The riot act was read. The hussars
then charged upon the mob. Several miners and
policemen were injured.
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